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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
Kennedale’s 
magic runs out in 
4A Division I 
championship es 


ARMED FORCES BOWL 
Army football 
finds a lot of 
recruits in the 
Lone Star State w 
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Tarrant County will allow 
residents to pay their 2018 
property taxes early to avoid 
deduction changes next year. 


County 
residents 
can pay 
property 
taxes early 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


Tarrant County property own- 
ers may prepay their 2018 prop- 
erty taxes through the end of 
the year to take advantage of 
deductions that won’t be al- 
lowed under the new federal tax 
bill. 

County officials made the 
decision Friday morning, after 
dozens of local property owners 
called county offices asking to 
pay early. 

“We are not going to prevent 
taxpayers from enjoying any 
additional benefit that might 
come from this,” Tarrant Coun- 
ty Tax Assessor-Collector Ron 
Wright said. “We will accept 
payments forward on next 
year’s taxes, if people want to 
do that to maximize their de- 
ductions. 

“We’ve never done this be- 
fore.” 


SEE PROPERTY TAXES, 12A 
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A done deal: Trump signs tax bill 5A 


LOCAL & TEXAS 


A LOOK AHEAD ON 
TRANSPORTATION 


Completion of a freeway 
project and construction of 
anew commuter rail 
system in 2018 could 
alleviate traffic woes. 3A 


LOCAL & TEXAS 


MAN ACCUSED IN 
FATAL SHOOTING 


Ernest Morrison, 24, is 
accused of gunning down a 
man who was walking to 
pick up his grandchildren at 
a bus stop. 5A 


Craig family lawsuit alleges 
police used excessive force 


BY MITCH MITCHELL 
mitchmitchell@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

A black family who says they 
were brutally arrested by a 
white police officer a year ago 
filed a federal lawsuit Friday 
alleging that their constitu- 
tional rights were violated 
during the arrest. 

The lawsuit accuses the ar- 
resting officer, William Martin, 
of using excessive force and 
alleges that Fort Worth pol- 
icymakers — specifically Police 
Chief Joel Fitzgerald, Mayor 
Betsy Price and the Fort Worth 
City Council — in general failed 
to supervise or discipline offi- 
cers who used excessive force 
and failed to try to identify 
those officers. 


GAIL JORDAN 


RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Jacqueline Craig, center, listens at a community meeting with city 
and police leaders. The Craig family filed a federal lawsuit Friday. 


“Defendant Martin con- 
sciously disregarded the rights 
of Plaintiffs, knowing that pol- 
icymakers would approve or 
ratify his actions,” the lawsuit 


states. 

A video of the arrest that 
garnered more than 5 million 
views triggered protests in the 
city and calls for Martin and 


Friends of teenage girl 
killed in 1972 wreck 
keep her memory alive 


BY BILL HANNA 
billhanna@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

Gail Jordan has been gone 45 
years, but she is far from for- 
gotten. Her family and friends 
have a way of refusing to let 
that happen. 

Jordan died instantly in a 
crash May 19, 1972. She was 
riding home from the Cowtown 


Rodeo in a Chevrolet pickup 
with her friend Lissa Sharp and 
Lissa’s brother, Kim Sharp, 
when the wreck took place. 

A vehicle lost control in the 
6200 block of Interstate 35W 
and swerved into the pickup, 
according to Star-Telegram 
archives. The pickup glanced 
off a railing and skidded before 
wrapping around a bridge abut- 
ment. 

Lissa (now Lissa Watson) 


was burned and endured 
months of recovery. 

The Christmas after the 
wreck, she and another former 
classmate, Debbie Harbour 
Jackson, decided to visit Gail’s 
mother. 

“T didn't get to say goodbye 
or anything so we just started 
coming to visit because we felt 
like they were our family too,” 
Watson said. 

Jackson originally had plans 


Fitzgerald to be fired. 

The lawsuit asks for money 
damages but does not specify 
an amount. 

Itamar Vardi, the neighbor 
who the family said assaulted 
Jacqueline Craig’s 8-year-old 
son, is also named in the law- 
suit. Vardi allegedly grabbed 
the boy by his arm and then by 
the back of the neck, pushing 
him to the ground and sprain- 
ing his cervical spine, because 
the child refused to pick up 
some raisins he dropped in 
Vardi’s yard, according to the 
lawsuit. 

Police officials declined to 
comment on the lawsuit Friday. 

Martin responded to Craig’s 
call for police assistance. The 
lawsuit describes how she and 


SEE LAWSUIT, 12A 


MAX FAULKNER mfaulkner@star-telegram.com 


From left, Florence Jordan, Debbie Jackson of Stephenville and Lissa Watson of Hillsboro with a portrait of Jordan’s daughter Gail. 


to be with other friends that 
night, but changed her mind at 
the last minute. 

They never stopped visiting. 

The two Crowley High School 
friends have families of their 
own and no longer live in Fort 
Worth — Watson lives in Hill- 
sboro and Jackson in Stephen- 
ville — but both said they would 
never think of skipping it. 

“We plan it,” Jackson said. 
“We know we're doing it. 
There’s no questions asked. We 
just love coming here every 
year.” 

On Dec. 16, they were there 
to see Gail’s 89-year-old mom, 
Florence Jordan, at her south 
Fort Worth home. 

“It's been a blessing,” Flo- 
rence Jordan said. “They're just 
my girls.” 

They also talk on the phone 
about what’s going on in their 
lives. 


SEE MEMORY, 2A 
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